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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


PRINCIPLES OF THE INTERIOR OR HIDDEN LIFE. 
No, XIV. 
DISTINCTION BETWEEN IMPULSES AND A SANCTIFIED JUDGMENT. 


Ir is sometimes the case, that persons act from certain interior impres- 
sions, Which may properly be termed rmeutseEs. It would certainly be very 
injurious to the cause of holiness, if the doctrine should prevail, that mere 
interior impressions or impulses may of themselves become the rule of - 
conduct to a holy person. That persons in sanctification are under a divine 
guidance, and that they cannot retain the grace of sanctification without 
such guidance, is entirely true. But it has sometimes been the case, that 
men have mistaken natural impulses for the secret inspirations of the Spirit ; 
and in the flattering belief of being guided by a higher power, have expe- 
rienced no other guidance than that of their own rebellious passions. On 
the danger of such a state, of which the church has seen too many melan- 
choly instances, it is unnecessary to remark. We proceed, therefore, to lay 
down some principles, which, if we do not err in our statement of them, will 
be of some assistance in guiding us, in relation to this practical and import- 
ant subject. | | 
- First.—The Holy Spirit is very various in his operations upon rhen; but 
it will be conceded, I suppose, as a correct principle, that He generally con- 
forms himself in his operations, whatever they may be, to the structure and 
laws of the human mind. Accordingly in those operations, the object of 
which is to guide or direct men, it will be found, that He always acts in con- 
nection with the powers which are appropriate to such a result ; and partic- | 
ularly in connection with the perceptive and judging powers. We desire it 
to be kept in mind, that we are speaking here of his directing or guiding 

operations; in other words, those, which have a special connection with 
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mental structure, although he is sometimes the subject of a purely instinctive 
movement, that God designed, that the perceptive and judging powers, 
which He has given us, should ordinarily furnish the fundamental condition 
or basis of human action. And if in his spiritual providences it should be 


this design, he would be inconsistent with himself. The first principle, 


operating in connection with the perceptive and judging powers. 

And we may properly remark here, that this view, which is so important 
as to be deserving of the reflection of the most judicious persons, seems to 
be in accordance with the sentiments of the pious and learned John Howe. 
“We cannot,” says this esteemed writer, “so much as apprehend clearly 
and with distinction the things which are needful for us to apprehend, with- 
out the light of the Spirit of wisdom. It is necessary, (viz. the light which the 
Spirit of wisdom gives,) in order to the act of distinguishing or discerning, 
between things and things, what is to be done, and what is not to be done. 
There is a continual need through the whole course of our spiritual life, for 
the using of such a discretive judgment between things and things. And in 
reference hereto, there needs a continual emanation of the Holy Ghost; for 
otherwise we put good for evil and evil for good; light for darkness and 
darkness for light. We need the Spirit’s help, to shine with vigorous and 
powerful light into our minds, so as to bring our judgments to a right deter- 

- Seconp:—We may lay it down as another principle, that the Holy Spirit 
does not, either by his gentle influences or by those which are more sudden 
and powerful, so operate upon a person as to guide him into any course, 
which is truly irrational and absurd. Now we know in many cases, if we 
should yield to the direction of mere impressions and impulses, especially 
those which are of a powerful kind, we should be led to do those things, 
which, to whatever test or measurement they might be subjected, could not 
escape the denomination of irrationality or absurdity. Of such impulses the 
Holy Spirit can never be the author, because nothing which is really absurd 
_ and irrational, (we speak not of the mere appearance of absurdity,) can come 
from that source. I recollect once to have read the account of a person, 
published by himself, in which he gives the reader to understand, that on a 
certain occasion he was suddenly and violently seized by the power of God, 
as he expresses it; an expression undoubtedly synonymous in the view of 


divine impulse from the chest on which he was sitting; and was “ whirled 
swiftly round, like a top, for the space of two hours, without the least pain 
or inconvenience.” We do not see on what grounds such an extraordinary 
result as this, so unmeaning, so unprofitable and absurd, can properly be 
ascribed to the power of God or the power of the Holy Ghost; especially if 
it be susceptible of explanation on any natural principles. We know that 


human conduct. We proceed to say, therefore, it is very obvious from man’s | 


found to be his practice to guide men in any way not in accordance with _ 


therefore, which we lay down is this, that the Holy Spirit guides men, by _ 


the writer with the power of the Holy Ghost; that he was raised up by this — 
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the Savior was full of the Holy Ghost; but we do not read of his being 
subjected to any operation. of this kind. We know also, that the Apostles, — 
although they were plentifully endowed with the Divine Spirit, and under 
his teachings wrought various wonderful works, yet were never at any time 
made the subjects of such irrationalities, We have here, therefore, a mark 
of distinction, viz. that various irrational and absurd results may flow from > 
- natural impressions and impulses; but can never flow from the true opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit. | 

- Turrp.—No action, which proceeds from pure impulse or a mere internal 
impression without attendant perception or reflection, can possibly be a holy 
action. A mere impulse, unattended by perception and reflection, is of the 
nature of an instinct. And any action, done from mere blind impulse, no 
matter how strong or extraordinary that impulse may be, is both physically 
and morally of the nature of an instinctive action. Now as it is universally 
conceded, that purely instinctive actions have no moral character, it is en- 
_tirely evident, that impulsive actions, which are of the same nature with 
instinctive actions, have no title to the denomination or character of holiness. 
Some persons seem to think, the more they act from impulse, especially 
powerful impulse, the more holy they are. But this, if we are correct in 
what has been said, is a great and dangerous mistake. 

Fourtu.—That the Holy Spirit does sometimes act directly upon the 
sensibilities by exciting in them a purely impulsive feeling, we may probably 
admit. But is it the object of the Holy Spirit in doing this to excite men to 
immediate action without any reflection, or to excite them to action ration- 
ally; that is to say, in connection with suitable inquiry and consideration ? 
This is the important question. And the decision of it involves great prac- 
_ tical results. It is certainly reasonable to suppose, that it is not the object of 
the Holy Spirit, when He makes a direct impulsive impression on the human 
mind, to lead men to act without perception and reflection ; > but rather to 
stop them in their thoughtless and unreflecting career, and to awaken within 
them the slumbering powers of thought and inquiry. It is reasonable to. 
suppose this, because as a wise being, as a being acting in accordance with 
the laws of the human mind, as a being infinitely desirous of true holiness in 
men, we do not well perceive, how He can take any other course than this. 
The true tendency, therefore, of those impressions or impulses, which come 
from the Spirit of God, is to awaken men to a sense of their thoughtlessness, 
and to quicken within them a state of humble and holy consideration. 
When such impressions and impulses are from the right source, we cannot 
doubt that the results will be of this character. That is to say; they will 
not of themselves lead men to direct action ; but will lead them to that in- 
-quiry and reflection, which is preparatory to action. But when impressions 
or impulses come from Satan, as they sometimes do, their tendency is to 
lead men to action at once, without such intermediate consideration. 

Firra.—Those impulses and impressions, which are from the Spirit of 
God, are of a peaceful and gentle character. They never agitate and disturb 
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the mind; but, on the contrary, lay a wholesome restraint upon it; and hold 
it in a state of deep solemnity and of attentive stillness. This is the precise 
state of things, which is needed as preparatory to the mind’s perceptive and 
reflective action. The first question of the soul, when it is thus arrested by 
the true impulses of the Holy Spirit, is, “ Lord, what wilt Thou have me to 
do.” 2. It pauses; it reflects ; it inquires; it reads the Bible; it watches 
the Providences of God; it prays; it asks for the assistance of the Holy Spirit 
upon its perceptions and reasonings; and it dares not take one step to the 
right hand or to the left, until all its perceptive and reasoning powers have 
been exercised; and exercised too under the sanctifying guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. So that, although we may admit that there are sensitive im- 


themselves, when they are really from that right and good source, guiding 
‘and controlling principles, but are merely preparatory to the action of 
such controlling principles, which are to-be found in the intellective, rather 
than the sensitive part. And such impressions are to be known by the de- 
cisive mark or characteristic, which has now been given; viz. they are 
peaceable, holding the mind.in a state of solemn and quiet attention.—Per- 
haps a simple illustration will make our meaning more readily understood, 
A person is at a particular time peculiarly impressed, that it is his duty to 
visit another person and converse with him on the subject of religion. If 


not lead him to action whether rationally or irrationally ; it will not compel 


mind. It will lead him, in the first instance, to reflect, to consider the sug- 
gested or impressed duty in various points of view, to mark the openings of 
God’s Providence, and to pray that, in his reflections and inquiries in respect» 
to duty, he may be guided by the Holy Spirit. In a word, the impression, — 
which he has, prompts him, in the first instance, merely to make prayerful 
inquiry; but in his farther action he puts himself under the direction of a 
sanctified judgment; or if the expression be preferred, under the guidance 
of the Holy Ghost operating through the medium of a sanetified judgment. 

Sixtu.—Impressions and impulses, which are not from the Holy Spirit, 
but from some other source, such as a disordered imagination, the world, or 
the devil, are not of that peaceful and quiet character, which has been men- 
tioned ; but are hasty and violent. In violation of the great Seriptural maxim, 


this pernicious influence, thinks he cannot be too quick. He makes but little 
account of obstacles ; he cannot take time for interior examination ; he has 
no open eye to God's s outward providences ; he is too impetuous, too much 
possessed by himself or by Satanie influence, to engage in calm and humble 


adversary, who is especially interested in his movements, would have him. 

The great plea of these persons js, that the time is Now; that what is to 
be done is to be done now; that the present moment is the true moment of 


pressions and impulses, which are from the Holy Spirit ; yet they are not of 4 


this impression is of divine origin, it will not violently agitate him; it will” 


him to visit the person at once and without any intermediate exercise of the - 


HE THAT BELIEVETH SHALL NOT MAKE HASTE,” the person, who is under | 


prayer for guidance; in a word, he rushes blindly onward just as his great 
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action. ‘This is essentially true; but there is a valuable remark of Fenelon, 
which places the doctrine of present or immediate action in its correct posi- 
tion. It is, that THE PRESENT MOMENT HAS A MORAL EXTENSION. In other 
words, we are undoubtedly bound to fulfil the duty of the present moment; 
but it is the present moment, not in a state of barren insulation, but consid- 
ered in all its relations to God, man, and the universe. But it is perfectly 
_ obvious, that the duties of the present moment cannot be fulfilled in their 
moral extension, without calling in the aid of a calmly reflective and sancti- 
fied judgment. | 
Seventa.—When an action is performed, to which we are prompted by a 
- gracious and not a mere natural or Satanic impulse, but which action is not 
attended with all those good results which we expected and hoped, we are — 
entirely acquiescent. We receive the result without trouble of mind. For | 
instance, we are led in the providence of God and under the guidance of the — 
Holy Spirit, to converse with a person on the subject of religion; and con- 
trary to our hope and expectation, he coolly and superciliously rejects our 
message. The result, though painful, does not disquiet us. We leave it 
calmly in the hands of God. Whereas a person, who performs an action 
from an impulse, which is not from the Spirit of God, and who finds the 
result different from what he expected, will be likely to experience a degree 
of unsubmissive dissatisfaction, and to show signs of fretfulness. And I 
think it is a matter of common observation, that Christians, who are governed — 
in a considerable degree by natural or any other impulses .not divine, mis- 
taking them for a truly spiritual guidance, are, to use the common expres- — 
sion in the case, “always in trouble ;’—sometimes with the church ; some- 
times with their minister; sometimes with one thing, and sometimes with 
another ; and alas, not unfrequently, although they seem to be wholly una- » 
ware of it, with the holy Providences of God himself. They are not child- 
like, and meek and lowly in heart; as those always are, who are truly guided 
by the Holy Spirit. They are not like the Savior, who, when he was op- 
pressed and afflicted, opened not his mouth, but was led as a lamb to the 
slaughter. 
In conclusion we would remark, that the doctrine of sanctification has 
much to fear from not accurately distinguishing natural and Satanic impulses 
from the true movings of the Holy Spirit upon the heart. Many, who ran 
well for a time, but who afterwards yielded themselves to impulsive influ- 
ences which were not from the Spirit of God, have wandered into perplexed 
_and divergent paths, to the injury of the cause of holiness and of their own 
souls. And we would just remark here, that the most interesting and satis- 
factory illustrations of holy living, which have come under our notice, are 
the cases of persons who endeavor constantly to put theniselves under the 
direction of a sanctified intellect ; ; who are willing to do any thing and every 
th'ng for the glory of God; but who feel that they need and must have 
Wisdom. These persons can testify, that they are guided by the Holy Spirit 5 
but they can testify also, that the Holy Spirit does not require them to do 
222 * 
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any thing which an enlightened and sanctified intellect does not appreciate 


and approve, enlightening and sanctifying their perceptive and cognitive 
nature. And hence their course 1s marked by consistency and sound dis- 


cretion. They are not different men at different times, on whom no depend- 
ence can be placed. They are always at their post; supporters of the min- 
istry ; pillars in the church; patient under opposition and rebuke ; counsel- 


lors in times of difficulty; mighty in the Scriptures; burning and shining ~ 


lights in the world. It is such persons, that truly sustain and honor the 
blessed doctrine of Holiness; presenting before the world the mighty argu- 
ment of consistent holy living, which unbelievers cannot confute, and which 


the wicked and the envious are unable to gainsay. ae 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


SUBMISSION. 


In answer to your request, my dear sir,, “for thoughts for the. 


Guide,” I will simply remark, that if those which may strike my 
mind as fresh and original, should be viewed as trite and familiar 
by yourself, it probably will arise from the fact that you have more 
attentively listened to the teachings of the Holy Spirit. There 


are some things connected with the subject of submission to the 
Divine will, which have recently been wonderfully new and de- 


lightful tome. Submission! I thought [ understood the mean- 
ing of the term many years ago, when I professed to submit all 
to Christ ; but the forcible reasoning of your correspondent A. K. 
has, I trust, led me to clearer views on this point. And now that 
past remembrances recall the oft-repeated dedication of all— save 
one cherished idol, and the agony endured when danger threat- 
ened the loss of that—TI am astonished that I could have ima- 
gined that it was understood or felt as it should be. One instance 
is fresh in my recollection, when, after some weeks of delightful 
enjoyment of the Savior’s presence, as if to try me once, he laid 
his hand upon my idol. My prayer at once was— “all but this 
—any thing but this.’ The immediate result was, a horror of 
darkness which might be felt. Every ray of light and love were 
withdrawn, and justly too. But I will not multiply illustrations 
of such miserable half-way submission. But now, through the 
forbearance of a long-suffering God, submission appears a very 


different thing. It covers the whole ground. It makes no ex-— 


ceptions —allows no reserves. It asks nothing less than the 


cheerful yielding up of every thought, word, action, emotion, to 
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the will of God. It demands that the soul be held up continually 
for Jesus to impress his own beautiful image upon it, like the seal 
to the wax. And still more — nothing is so delightful to the sub- 
missive soul as to come to this test. It exults in the loss of its _ 
own will, which for ever interposed like a gloomy shadow between | 
itself and the face of Jesus. It can think of no place ih the uni- 
verse which it would not choose, should God place it there — no 
place so dark or sorrowful as the one it formerly occupied —and | 
now when temptations assail, it spreads itself out for the Savior | 
~ to throw over it the very feelings he would love to see. The sub-- 

- dued soul takes the mingled cup of suflering — misrepresentation, 
losses, trials, or any thing the world may prepare, and cheerfully 
drinks it, just as if his Father held it to his lips. Jesus is now the 
polar star, and the eye ever lifted, having learnt his will, has no 

What can disturb such a repose? Is not this like the “ shadow 
of a great Rock ina weary land?” Is it not the “ Peace”? which 
Jesus left for his disciples? Is it not a perfect remedy for all un- 
easiness, discontent, peevishness, disappointment, bereavement? 
Is it not a healing balm for the wounded spirit? Try it, O, sor- 
rowful one, who mourns an absent Savior. ‘Try it, ye who are 
surrounded with perplexities of every name, whether in the family 
or in the world. ‘Try it, ye parents !—Let your children behold 
the sweet impress of an unvarying submission to the will of God. 
And may the time speedily arrive when the whole Church shall - 
swell in unbroken harmony the petition, “ Thy will be done on 
earth, as in Heaven !”’ : | 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


“GOOD IS THE WILL OF THE LORD” — 


There is no sentiment of which the consecrated heart makes so 
great account, as a love for the divine will. In that will, the de- 
-vout one delights himself, whether its dispensations seem hard, 
or easy to be borne by the natural feelings. When afflictions 
press sorely and heavily upon him, and he sees them accumu- 
lating daily, so that nature’s heart is rent, and cries out, a spirit: 
within whispers, “ Good is the will of the Lord ;” —and he re- 
plies, “in Thee, O Lord, is my trust!” But should one be dis- 

posed to cavil, and ask, “ How can it be known that this is the, 
Lord’s will? You receive many afflictions by the hands of wicked 
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men, and through the selfishness of the world, and the perversion 
of the laws of God.” We are ready to reply, God has a will of 
permission as well as appointment. Without divine permission 
no man, nor evil spirit, could harm a hair of the head; for lo! 


the Almighty is a shield to those who rely on no other arm, but” 
look steadfastly upward to Himself. And indeed, the steadfast eye 
discovers the truth that God does not permit any real harm to the 
faithful Christian. He only uses the evil designs of enemies, and 


the wicked perversion of physical, mental, and moral laws, as in- 
struments to accomplish his own purposes of good will to his 


child. Yet, this child must be careful himself, and not partake | 


of the guilt of knowingly perverting any law of God, whether 
physical, mental or moral ; else he must lose his confidence. 

But we speak of the consecrated, the sanctified one. Cer- 
tainly he will not, cannot, and retain acceptance with his Maker, 
knowingly or carelessly break even the most simple physical law ; 
for these too are his Maker’s laws. So, after having done as well 
as he knows, or has the means of knowing, he may rest in peace, 


being assured that nothing over which he can have no control, 


shall be permitted to harm him, while he leans and rests himself 


‘upon the arm that encompasses the universe. I have often hesi- 


tated when about to speak of the prosperity and adversity of 


- God’s dear children ; those that walk carefully before him, and 


love him with the whole heart ; for, in a correct sense, I think, it 


_ may be said that all is prosperity to such. <‘‘_All things work to- 


gether for good,” &c. There is no curse to those who walk with 


God, and follow the Lamb’’— those who can say, ‘as he was, 
so are we in this world ;” living not to do our own will, but to | 
glorify our Father. But the external circumstances with which — 
_ these are surrounded differ at different times. Sometimes they 


are resting under the sun of prosperity, and then again, under the 
clouds of adversity, as we express it. They are equally at rest, 
in both these cases. I have witnessed the breathings of the heart 
in love with the divine will. I have seen that constant worship- 


per, low in the dust, brought there by affliction, such as is felt - 
when the cold hand of death lays hold upon those tender living 


cords that bind together human hearts. Then I heard the ex- 


clamations, “TI love thy will!” “Thy will be done!” “Do as 


thou wilt, O God!” Confusion and agitation afflicted not that 
breast. A distrust of all prospects of good, save what were given 
by the all-wise dispenser, induced a calm and serenity, such as 
human philosophy never had the power to secure. But it is not 


unimportant to look, and observe this faithful disciple in the less — 


prominent and striking circumstances of life ; for it may some- 
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times be found that those who give up their own will, when a 
heavy stroke comes upon them, will hold to it in ordinary dispen- 
sations. Not so in the case just mentioned. 

Thé following are expressions and petitions in use every day 
and hour by this praying heart :—‘ My Father, I know not what 
is for thy greatest glory and my own good;” “ Thy will be 
done ;” “I have no particulars to ask of thee; only thou ap- 
point all my times for me, and point me to the way which pleaseth 
thee! Amen!’ These are offered in reference to secular ar- 
rangements, or temporal blessings. For spiritual communications, 
_ the prayer bespeaks the same freedom from self-seeking. An ex-. 
ample :— “Give just such exercises and emotions as shall best 
please thee, my Father!” “TI only pray God make me holy, God 
fit me for my work!” “ Help me to do, and say, just what shall 
honor thee, and save souls, how humble soever I myself must ap- 
pear in the eyes of those who behold me!” «Give me thyself, or 
I die!” « Let me live in thee, or I cannot endure my existence !” © 
But there is no crying after this or that particular thing, “ that I 
may be more happy.”” There is no saying, give me this, and 
this, restlessly exclaiming, “if it can be thy will ;” seeming to 
say, if it can be made thy will, If any particulars are mentioned 
before the Lord, of which there is not a certainty of the divine | 
pleasure, the prayer is, ‘‘if it be thy will.’ We know “if we 
ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us ;”’ and we shall 
have these things, if we continue to ask aright ; and “ oood is the. 
will of the Lord.” All good then, is secured to those who for- 
sake self, and cleave to God. Beholding and considering these 
things, my whole heart prompts that prayer of prayers: “ Father, 
glor if y thy name!” Reasons more and more abundant, are 
seen, why this should be the prayer of a STUDENT. 


From the Oberlin Evangelist. 


The following letter was written by a member of the church in Lodi, N. Y., 
formerly under the care of Rev. R. Cochran, and was addressed to him after 
his health obliged him to leave. | 


September, 1840. 


My Dear ae Cocnuran,—lI designed to have written you 


a long letter, but shall not be able, owing to a great pressure of 
domestic cares. 
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~ To you I owe much under God for leading me by a way which 
I knew not. Your very kind and instructive letter was duly re- 
ceived, and proved a great blessing tome. I give you many 
thanks under God, for all the instruction I have received from 


-you. I know, dear brother, you will rejoice and praise God with — 
‘me, when [ tell you that I am truly blessed of the Lord. “My 


soul doth magnify the name of the. Lord,” and my heart is filled 


with praise, for behold, ‘‘God is my salvation.” Yes, I can now 


“ trust and not be afraid ;” and with joy “do I draw water out of 


the wells of salvation,” for “the Lord Jehovah is my strength and 
my song.” Amazing grace! and love—how boundless! The 


night of affliction was long and truly dreadful, but the day is. glo- 
rious beyond all description. I yet hear the howling of the angry 


_ tempest, the billows rage and roll hard by, but they break at my 


feet—they cannot harm me, for I am in the “port of peace.” 


Sweet haven of rest —it shall be a rest to my soul, “and here © 


will I dwell for ever, for I have desired it.” 


During the last two or three years, a series of afflictions, tem-— 


poral calamities, &c., have. followed in quick succession. How 


_ to “cast my burdens on the Lord,” and “ possess my soul in pa- 
— tience,” I did not know. I resorted to various methods to enable 
_me to doso, but all in vain. I wearied myself with doing, doing, 

doing — “ever learning, but never able to come to a knowledge of 


the truth.” ‘“ My days were consumed like smoke, and my bones 
were burned as a heath. I was as a pelican of the wilderness, or 
as an owl of the desert —as a sparrow alone upon the house-top.”’ 
In Sept. ’38, my dear husband died. I waited on him during his 
sickness —stood by his bed-side and received his last token of 
friendship — closed his eyes in death, and all with apparent com- 
posure, and, as I thought, with resignation. But when he was 


gone, my soul was broken up. I now studied my Bible with re- 
newed diligence, and set my face to seeking after the Lord, and 


with one of old, determined that let others do as they may, as for 
me I would serve the Lord. That year was one of breaking up 


and of healing to some extent. I think I received far greater 


blessings, and had more communion with God that year than ever 


before. Still my feet were not established. I was often brought 


into condemnation. There was something wanting. I longed to 
be filled. My soul panted for deliverance. I cried, “ Lord, 
search me and try me, and lead me in the way that is ever- 


_Jasting.” I fully believed that victory was for me through the 


grace of Christ, and determined never to give over the search till 


that victory was mine. At this time I heard considerable said 


about the evil tendencies of the doctrine of Christian Perfection 
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or Sanctification, as taught at Oberlin. I did not read their pub- 
lications, but from what I heard, I became very much alarmed, 
and my mind was now constantly harassed in every effort I put 
forth after the blessing I was seeking. In short, I can now see 


that I was seeking after holiness of heart, but careful not to have — 
it tinctured with perfection. And here, dear brother, you found 


me last fall, strongly prejudiced against that truth, |. 

The first interview I had with you, my mind was very much 
changed. I now read my Bible with double diligence. When- 
ever I heard you preach | read and compared. The truth weighed 
me down —the Spirit strove with me. But there was the tempt- 


ation —if I gave myself up to the leadings of the Spirit, I might ~ 


become a perfectionist, and. so bring disgrace upon the Church. 


T was often roused from a quiet sleep in the greatest distress of 


‘mind conceivable, by the simple suggestion of the word perfection. 
Although I could now see that my mind had been greatly abused 
in relation to the doctrine as taught by the brethren at Oberlin, 


yet I had so long associated such extravagancies with the terms 


Perfection and Sanctification that it seemed impossible to sepa- 
rate the one from the other. In short, I can now see that I was 
a dupe to these artifices of the devil, and by these he easily held 


me in bondage to sin. And here I remained, as you know, in this 


dreadful condition, during most of your labors with us. 
In the spring, (the first Sabbath after you left in consequence 
_ of ill health) the Lord, by a remarkable providence as it seemed 
to me, sent President Mahan to this place. I heard him preach 
on the Sabbath. This, thought I, is indeed the doctrine the 
_ Apostles preached — the spirit ‘hat testifieth of Jesus. I listened 


for a time with great interest to the gracious words. The Spirit — 


seemed to present the truth, and I could almost reach and take 


the blessing. But in a moment the suggestion returned — the 


Church — the Church — what will become of the Church? Here 


again I let my fears prevail. I grieved the gentle Spirit and fell 


into the dark, and was carried away under the dominion of the 
tempter, and here I remained for some weeks longing for deliv- 
erance. | had wearied myself out and could do nothing more. — 

At length the Savior’s load was put upon me. I followed 
him into the garden—I heard his groans—I saw him ascend 


the hill of Calvary bearing his cross, forsaken. With the iniqui-— 


ties of the world upon Lies I heard hina exclaim, It is finished ! 
He was a sinless sufferer. An awful moment it was. The face 
of nature was veiled in the deepest mourning. ‘This view served 
greatly to strengthen me through the coming night of trial. Here 
a flood of temptations rushed 1 in upon me. Sins long since for- 
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gotten, ahd as I had supposed, repented of, were set in order 
before me and seemed like mountains. Deprived of the sensible 
presence of God, I was left in despair. ‘There was no respite, 
no relief for weeks. I was indeed shut up and could not come 


forth. I raised my voice in supplication to Heaven, “O, how 


long, how long!” At length the Lord had mercy upon me, and 
gave me a brief day of rest. ‘'hese moments I improved with 
the full expectation of renewing the conflict, and with the settled 
determination never to give over till victory was mine. And 
now I was again thrown into the furnace of affliction. I shall 


attempt no description other than what is mentioned in the 88th 
Psalm. I sought solitude and the darkness of night to pour out | 


my soul in prayer to God that He would strengthen me, and put 


underneath me his Almighty arm. My mental sufferings at this © 
time were inconceivably awful. ‘The Lord put a seal on my lips. 
While I kept silence, and as the fire that burnt within was con- 


suming me, there seemed like the whisperings of the Spirit within 
—‘‘ When thou art sufficiently tried thou shalt come forth pun- 


fied as the gold and the silver.” At length the storm subsided, — 


the billows receded till all was quiet as the chamber of death. 


My load however yet remained with me, but I soon felt my heart . 


begin to relent and run like wax before the fire, for my vision 
was now filled with Jesus.in his glorified state standing near by. 


LT opened my hymn a and read : 


“ oe my load of sin were gone! 
QO, that I could at Jast submit, 
At Jesus’ feet to lay me down— 
To lay my soul at Jesus’ feet. 


“Rest for my soul I long to find— 
Savior, if mine indeed thou art, 
Give me thy meek and lowly mind, 
And stamp thine image on my heart.” 


There seemed to be such a charm in the meek and lowly 
mind of Jesus that I could not help but raise my eyes to heaven, 
and as I repeated the verse my heart went out with an intense 
longing that this blessing might rest on me. My request was 
granted. I instantly felt myself sinking infinitely low at his feet, 
willing to be any thing for Jesus’ sake. But I did not even now 
feel that I was complete in Christ. I read the next verse : 


. Break off the yoke of inbred sin, 
And fully set my spirit free ; 
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I cannot rest till pure within, 
Till Iam wholly lost in thee.” 


And my eyes were opened to behold the full day — the brightness _ 
of the glory of God. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 


shall see God.”’ That blessed moment God spake, and it was 
done. I knew that I was delivered from all condemnation ; that 
my heart was now circumcised to keep the law, because the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus had made me free from the 


law of sin and death, that the righteousness of the law might be 


~ fulfilled in us,-who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit. ‘a 
My soul was filled with unutterable glory, adoration, and praise. 


The whole face of nature seemed most delightful, every where 


smiling and silently chanting the praise of its Creator. 

I now looked around for my sins—they had long been my 
companions; but they were no where to be found. ” Jesus had 
_ borne them all away. O, what a salvation! lama wonder to 

myself. But it is all of grace, grace, grace. _ 

My soul goes out by day and by night in heart-breaking long- 
ings for the entire sanctification of the whole Church of Christ 


on earth. God will hasten it in its time. But my Savior hath 


wrought in me, and constrains me to proclaim to all around, a 
full redemption from all sin by the free grace of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. ‘And his name shall be called Jesus, for 
he shall save his people from their sins.” But I see I am pro- 
tracting my letter to a much greater length than I designed when 
I commenced, so I will close by: saying ‘that I continue to go 
- from strength to strength, and from victory to victory. I find it 
matters not whether my cares and trials are few or many. ‘The 
promise covers the whole—“ My grace shall be sufficient,” 

Dear brother, I know that you will and do adore with me this 
God of love. I have no fears now but the fear of offending so 
kind a Father, so good a God, so great a Savior. 

Your sister in the fellowship of the glorious Gospel, 
Mary Hunr. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


WORD OF EXHORTATION. 


‘Dear BRETHREN AND Sisters IN Cunisr, let us take the Bible 
in our hands, and, with open eyes and humble hearts, search and 
see what the Vcd requires of us ; what our calling is in Christ 
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Jesus. Let us search, as Christ commands us; then shall we 


have occasion to rejoice, as one that findeth great spoil. Let us 


begin with the Sermon on the Mount. It may be, it is so famil- 


jar to us, that we can repeat it, almost word for word. But let. 


us stop and meditate, and pray over each verse separately. Let 
us remember that each precept is of equal authority, and all are 
binding upon us, one as much as another. We may bless the 
Lord for each instruction, each command here given us, and 


expect to fulfil all, his grace assisting us. Christ said to the 


twelve disciples, Go,—teaching them to observe all things what- 


soever | have commanded you. O what does he lose, who di- 
~ minishes aught from Christ’s commands; who shrinks from ful- 
filling the greatest! Why draw back, snail like, into our shell, 
when He says, be perfect, be ye holy. Whence comes it that we 


receive the command “ repent,’ and pass over “be ye holy ?”’ 


The latter is designed to be the glorious fruit of the former ; it is’ 


the full corn in the ear, ripening in the full beams of the Sun of 


righteousness. 
There will be found an advantage in reading the writings of 


each apostle separately, each epistle by itself. “And in reading 
again and again the same epistle, before we pr oceed to another, 


dwelling on the expressions, and finding out all their meaning. 
It is surprising to find how much one expression comprehends, 
when we dwell upon and search out, by prayer and meditation, 
its meaning. I now recollect Dr. Clarke’s comment on one ex- 
pression of Paul's: That ye might be filled with all the fulness 
of God. To be rien (says he) with God is a great thing ; to 


be filled with the rutness of God is still greater ; but to be fi lled 


with sui the fulness of God greater still. It is when: we medi- 
tate upon and pray over the inspired words, that they become 
spirit and life to our souls. We must receive and digest the 
word, in order to grow thereby. 

There seems to have been an error in the church, in referring 
those texts, which require holiness, to the time of death, or toa 
future state. How this error crept in, how it gained such a hold, 
even so as to be admitted in some churches as a part of their 
creed, “sanctified in part,” is indeed mysterious. It had its 
origin no doubt in an unsanctified heart. O what a deadly, 


soul-killing error! What gloom, and darkness, and suffering ; how. 
pxmuch sin has it occasioned. It is in effect selling licenses to 


sin. Where does the Christian find one promise ‘that he shall 
be made holy at the hour of death? There is not one. The Bible 
is our rule of life. It does indeed teach us how to die; we learn 
that we may sleep in vo esus, — but much more does it teach t us how 
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tolive. Dying will take care of itself, if we live aright. Let us, 


then, beloved in the Lord, search the word of God t anew ; let us 
read reflectingly, prayerfully, believingly ; and before the “word 


of exhortation’? comes again, we shall have advanced in the 


knowledge of our Lord and Savior, and in conformity to him. 
O Holy Ghost, inspire each soul thus to do; then shall the 


‘time be hastening on when thy people shall be all holy. Amen. 


Reader, says thy soul Amen. Then act accordingly. Behold 


_ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost waiting to make thee | 


holy. bay H. 


EXTRACT 
OF A PRIVATE LETTER TO A BROTHER IN THIS CITY. . 


I would say that we are still alive, drinking from the fountain 
of living waters, for we feel that Jesus, the Lamb of God, to our 
souls, is indeed a fountain. of living waters and a well spring of 
life. We expect through g crace to live for ever, for we have given 
ourselves to God for time and eternity ; and we believe that God_ 


owns us for his children, Yes, the Lord not only owns, but he 


saves us, and saves us now. Glory to God, he is our Father 
and our God, and he has taken up his abode in our poor hearts. 
Yes, my brother, God, —the eternal God, —the Triune God— 
even he whose existence is so incomprehensible, has promised, 
and does even now condescend, to dwell in our souls. O my 


- brother, I believe Jesus’s words when he said, “I and my Father 


will come and make our abode with you ; ” and again, “I will 
send you another Comforter, even the Holy Ghost, who ‘shall 
abide with you for ever; he dwelleth with you, and shall be in 


| you. Glory be to his name, this to me is a precious portion, but 


yet I long to plunge deeper and deeper ; 


“ Sink into the purple fiood, — 
Rise to all the life of God.” 


I believe with Paul, that it is\ our privilege to feel self to be 
‘dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Christ.” 
Hallelujah! Jesus is my all, my surety, my life, my peace, my — 
treasure, my wisdom, righteousness, and sanctification ; my all 
in all, for time and for eternity. 

Since my return from Boston, the Lord Jesus has been with 
me every day. I believe as long as J trust in him he will never 
leave me; and I am every day “endeavoring to enter with more 
spirit and zeal into the work of saving souls, O my promeer, 
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when I consider the immense value of an immortal soul, and also 


how near my fellow men are to the grave and judgment, I dare 


not remain inactive; I feel 1 must do what little I have to do 
with my might. O let me have your prayers. ‘The Lord is yet 
with us, as a people. We have a few among us still seeking the 


Lord. We are looking for a Holy Ghost time. ay Lord, ‘let it 
come. 


_ ONE OF MR. WESLEY'S LETTERS. 


“Lynn, November 
My Dein Sisrer,—At length I have snatched an hour to 


1. Keep that safe which God has given you: never let slip any 
blessing which. you have received. Regard none who tell you, 
‘You must lose it.’ No; you never need lose one degree of 


love. 2. You never will, provided you are a careful steward of | 


the manifold gifts of God. To him that hath, that is, useth what 
he hath, it shall be given still, and that more abundantly. There- 


fore, 3. Use your every grace. Stir up the gift of God that is in 


you. Be zealous! Be active! Spare no one. Speak for God, 
wherever you are. But, meantime, 4. Be humble: let all that 


mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus. And be clothed with 


humility. Pray that you may always feel that you are nothing, 
less than nothing, and vanity. In this spirit speak and do every 


Last night I was reading some advices of a French author, 
part of which may be of use to you. Only observe, he is writing 
to one that had living faith, but was not perfected in love. 

— © How can | distinguish pride from temptation to pride? It is 
extremely difficult to “distinguish these, and still more so to lay 
down rules for doing it. Our eyes cannot penetrate the ground 
of our hearts. Pride and vanity are natural to us; and, for that 
reason, nothing is more constantly at’ hand, nothing less obeery ‘ed, 


eround of our hearts, when we are not in the hurry of tempta- 


tion: for if, on inquiry, we find that it loves obscurity and silence ; 


that it dreads applause and distinction; that it estecms the 
virtue of others, and excuses their faults with mildness ; 

that it easily pardons injuries; that it fears contempt less and 
less ; that it sees a falsehood and baseness in pride, and’ a true 


repeat to you, in writing, the advices which I gave you before. 


thing, giving all the glory to Him that lives and rules in your 
. heart by faith. 


than their effects. The grand rule is, to sound sincerely the 
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nobleness and greatness in humility ; that it knows and reveres 


-. the inestimable riches of the cross, and the humiliations of Jesus 


Christ ; that it fears the lustre of those virtues which are admired 
by men, and loves those that are more secret ; that it draws more 
comfort even from its own defects, through the abasement which 
they occasion ; and that it prefers any degree of compunction 
before all the light in the world, — then you may trust that all the 
motions you feel tending to pride or vanity, whether they are 
sudden, or are thrust against you for some time, are not sin, but 
temptation. And then it may be the best to turn from and 


despise them, instead of giving them weight by fixing your atten- 
tion upon them.” 


I want a particular account both of your inward and outward | 


health. Tell me how you are, and what you are doing. © 


£4 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. — 
SACRED MEDITATIONS. 
« And thou hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.” 


And does God, the holy one, love me? Me, once a rebel, 
covered over with guilt, and no spot bright? Can it be, he loves 
me? Yes, redeemed one, he loves thee. As he hath loved Je- | 
sus, so he loves the purchase of his blood. Asa father over his 
lost son, as the bridegroom over the bride, so does thy God re- 
joice over and delight in thee. O, it is in my Father’s love — 
that I delight myself. All else but love is cold and formal, and — 
meets not the demands of my being. . It is love the soul of man 
was made for. Here is its home, its rest. ‘To rest in my father’s 
love, this is bliss beyond expression. Bliss allied to that of the 


celestial ones. My soul flutters to be free ; to reach and touch 


an angel’s harp, to give expression to the blessedness of love. 


_O, ye blessed ones, going up and coming down, hear my request. 


Strike ye a louder note, and praise for me the God of love. 
Thou seest my harp, descending angel! It is feeble. Shattered 
are its strings, and broken. But it is attuned to love. Melody 
IS In my soul. 
And shall no stormy blast beat upon and quench this flame ? 
Can it survive in the rude shocks, which perchance may beat upon 
it in this nether world? O, yes, yes. ‘There is a calm, a so- 
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laceinthe storm. My Father bids it blow. There is no chance, 
no accident to me. A Father’s hand governs each event. It is 
love that spreads out the dark, no less than the bright scenes of 
life. And tove can cast a shade of beauty on the darkest hour. 
It is bright above the cloud. — 

O God, were not my soul immortal, then might I breathe out 
my little space of time without thy love. Like the feather, I 
would float, careless whither. But I am immortal. I have ever 
felt myself to be a quenchless breath of life, destined to live on 
forever. Whither, ah whither, shall I find myself: ? I have often 
asked and wept. ‘Tt was when I knew not Jesus. . My faith was 
like the spider’s web, which the wind curls round and bears away. 
It had no hold on Christ. My love! O what was that? [can- 
not name it. It was earthly. Thanks,O my Father, that I have 
come at last to know and to believe the love thou hast toward 

Now will I be a child of love. With all my might, and 
| aaa and — help me to love thee, O my Father. 


“] go to prepare al place for you.” 


A home in leaven, — is this thy portion, O my soul? A home 
with God, with Christ, with all the holy angels. A short, brief 
space of time, and then shall I be there, where all the air is love? 
Where nothing enters that defileth ? Shall [ look around and : 
find no scoffer there? No lip of scorn ; no jealous, no malignant | 
eye? See not one face but what is beaming love?) Will no un- — 
holy thought intrude into my breast? Shall I then be saved, 
for ever saved from sin? Blessed thought ! beyond expression, 
blessed! My soul longs, my spirit pants to see the God I love. 
My God! Thou art in my waking thoughts, my noon-day reverie, 
and my midnight dream. So close art “thou unto my heart, thou 
seemest to be a portion of myself; or rather I a part of thee. 
QO, is it possible, that God can come so near; can so restore us 
to himself, and bring back again the blissful days of Iden to the 
soul? Yes, so it is. Infinite love can accomplish all that Infi-- 
nite Love has devised. This | is our God, and we will bless him ; 
our father’s God, and we will exalt him. 

[ have heard a soft and pleasing strain, sung by a voice I loved, | 
and breathing words of love, and I have thought of David’s soul, 
attuned to love in heaven, expanding there, these many years. 
How rich and full must be the music of his song! I love to think 
of heaven’s music. If that of earth be so sweet, what must the 
music of heaven be? Heard ye that scraph’s song, who sits near 

by the throne? Saw ye the response in every glistening eye ? 
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It fell on the ear as dew. on the tender herb, awaking to new life 


and beauty each emotion of the soul. There was one heart, one 


feeling, “ Worthy is the Lamb!” And shall I too swell the 
chorus of that song? Yes, [ have loved it here on earth. It is 
to me the song of songs. It comes up from the depths of my 
soul, a melody akin to heaven’s own music ; awakened there by 
the same touch that gives beauty to the seraph’s song. And 


shall I not re-echo it in heaven? Yes. My soul kindling with — 
seraphic fire, will praise the Lamb, for he was slain forme. 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


The communication from which we selected the following pages, being of 
too great length for the Guide, we have omitted an interesting account of 
early impressions and of Christian experience, till the point where our cor- 
respondent leaves a sick chamber with decided purpose of heart to continue 
seeking a full salvation. | | 

Our sister seems to have encountered more difficulties than some others 


do in arriving at the eminence on which she is now permitted to stand, 


We hope the rehearsal of them will enable others to shun the rocks on 
which her hopes and blessedness were so often dashed; while at the same 
time they may prove a source of encouragenient te those who have long 
sought without finding the pearl of great price. 


-T left that sick chamber first to attend a camp meeting, with 
this resolution fixed. Let others do as they may, I will follow 
implicitly the light already bestowed, and trust for, yea, expect 
an increase. Simplicity was the most prominent feature of that 
state of mind. I had used such means several times before, but 
with little profit. Though for the alleged purpose of gaining 
religious knowledge, (for I never saw the hour, since I first felt 
the force of truth, when this had not charms superior to all other 


_knowledge,) yet, I was expecting, if moved at all, something ex- 


traordinary must do it. Now, I felt like taking advantage of 
the most simple means. Well, in the line of personal effort, 
light gradually increased until Friday afternoon. Then, while 


- listening to a sermon, from “ Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill 


it,’ I felt like asking for great blessings. I became more and more 
earnest until the next evening—when another from ‘ There is 
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus,’ gave me 
such a view of the believer’s privileges.as I never had before. 
We returned to the tent. Our pastor entered, and as if moved 
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by the same inspiring influence we had felt in the public assem- 
bly, said, “It avails nothing, brethren and sisters, to struggle 
against a tide of unbelief—we may be blessed this evening as 
well as any time.” I grasped the thought. Now —-can it be that 
‘now is the “accepted time” with me? We knelt in prayer, and 
had a melting season. It was a class-meeting ;—but, I know not 
why, I was not called on to express my thoughts, and if I had 
been it would have been impossible. Instead of looking, expect- 
ing, desiring, | was receiving. ‘The boundless provision that 
had been so feelingly portrayed rose before me; still more, I 
had a share in it, through infinite grace. Yes; appropriating 
faith was that moment bestowed. After meeting, our pastor said, 
‘“We have not heard from you.”’ Said I, You shall in the morn- 
ing. These were the only words that I spake that mght. I 
dared not move my lips lest the act should disturb my inward 
enjoyment. Hours passed before I could close my eyes in sleep. 
The change in my feelings was so great that I was completely 
lost in it? [ wished much that some around me knew it, but it 
_ seemed perfectly indescribable. Yet I closed my eyes with the 
thought, [ will attempt it in the morning. ‘That morning was one 
of the most delightful that I ever beheld. The very trees seemed 
vocal with the praise of God. I had no more disposition for con- 
versation ; and answered the usual interrogation in monosyllables. 
Went out to the love feast; it was one indeed. Perfect love 
was the theme: about seventy witnesses. Said the tempter, 
“True, you have received a blessing; but nothing of this kind ; you 
was not seeking for it. So, say nothing about it; they will not — 
understand you.” ‘The old stratagem prevailed ; light fled in-_ 
stantly. I returned to the tent; was reminded of the promise. 
Well, thought [, my good feelings have vanished for the day ; 
this is just as it always has been, and I fear always will be. 
True prophecy. I felt less of the Spirit’s influence that day 


| than any while I was on the ground. 


Through the week, nothing would have kept me from the 
_ sacrament. Now I was glad of this excuse, Health is insufficient. 
- But, when the shades of the last night gathered over us; particu- 
larly, when the hour for meeting in the tent came, I began to 
have some conception of my loss; I confessed it in the class- 
meeting ; but felt that it is not enough; it must be done pub- 
licly. Slept little; shall I go away not as I came, but worse? 
Heard the voice of prayer, at a very early hour. Something 
said, ‘‘ here is the last opportunity.” Felt instantly, I shall never 
forgive myself if I do not improve it. It was the first time that I 
ever joined a praying circle at that hour. We knelt near a 
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father in the ministry. Complete victory was the theme. Pre- 


sume he did not know us. Yet, he put the question to me first, — 
« Are you seeking for this blessing?’ No. I am not certain as 
I know any thing about justification. I am a real hypocrite, and 


if the shades of night did not cover me, [ would not be seen here. 


Said he, “I should like a description of your feelings, if you will — 


give it.” I began and told the whole story, from a full heart. 


When I came to Saturday eve, said he, “ You obtained this 
blessing then, and if you had confessed it Sabbath morn, would 


have had the witness.” Several that were near responded to it. 


But I did not give the thought place-a moment. However this 


~ effort broke the snare; my heart was again filled with love. I 


cannot describe the inspiration of the parting scene. And when 
we went on board the boat, the fear referred to of present death 
was completely taken away. Death looked desirable at that mo- 
ment. I retained this triumphant state of feeling, five days. A 


trifling circumstance led me to doubt, which beclouded the evi- — 


dence, though I lived under its influence for months. A peculiar 3 


I had ever felt a great aversion to the terms often used in 


speaking of Christian holiness. Our pastor addressed us upon 
‘crucifixion to the world.” He told the whole story ; yet, with- _— 


out any of what I had considered its repulsive features. For 
weeks afterwards every thought was on this point. -A fnend 


then first put Mr. Mahan’s work into my hands. _ I read it with 


breathless interest. And, I find under some extracts from it this 


resolution: Through the proffered assistance of divine grace, it 
‘shall be my fixed purpose, from this moment to endeavor to 


attain such a state. Feb. 1, 1840, I saw that simple confession, — 
and the act of faith that claims the blessing, was all that was 
wanting. But these thoughts were buried deep in the recesses 
of my own heart. | | | 

That month we were favored with a most gracious revival. 
However, but little was said on thi: .1bject. Indeed, it had but 
few advocates in this region I believe at that time. It had pre- 
viously been a time of universal declension in all the churches ; 


and, of course, was preceded by deep, hearty confession. I gave 


that part of my story that accorded with that of others, leaving 
out this part entirely. True, my feelings were in perfect’ con- 
trast to what they were in the former revival referred to ; and I 
felt an interest for others unknown before ; yet, I was not con-_ 
scious of much growth in grace, personally, during its progress. 
As the general interest abated, my own case came up for its share 
of attention. And I began to ask, Shall I have to say, “ Mine 
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own vineyard have I not kept?” I plead earnestly for a return 
of former convictions. During the season of confinement spoken 
of I had read some of our best authors on this point. Provi- 
dence now put the Oberlin Evangelist into my hands. An ex- 
tract from my note-book will best show its effect on my mind. 
June 1. I trust, I begin this summer with a fixedness of reso- 
Jution unknown before, to give up all for my Savior. The world 
is stained in my esteem. Its honors, pleasures, friendships wither 


under the scorching beams of the Sun of righteousness. The 


light of divine truth sets them in their true colors. Says. one, 
“as we are unhappy, it is the effect of that evil principle that 


_ lurks within, in chains but not destroyed. Our peace is just in © 


proportion to our submission to the will of God. And as we 
shrink from those duties that grow out of it,, wrong propensities 
gain strength; but, every duty performed weakens their power.’ 
This is my experience to the life. I have been unwilling to 
make the sacrifices that the Gospel requires, and have reaped the 
fruits of disobedience. Of late I have been trying to shun this 
snare of the tempter. The impression was distinct, that the 


degree of light I was asking would never be imparted without 


these sacrifices, I might refer to a similar state of feeling, at a 
Camp-meeting, shortly after; but, it matters not, as the point 
was not gained. A short extract will show how the year closed. 


Dec. 28th, referring to some instruction. The doctrine was per-_ 
severance in Faith and Prayer, till bold to say, My hallowing 


Lover hath wrought a perfect cure. This, I have ever hoped 
ere the close of the year to say, but I feel I cannot. 30th, The 


subject of entire consecration was the topic in general class. | 
Felt that I received an impulse for the ensuing year. But, an 


injudicious act the next day darkened my mind exceedingly. 
Our pastor addressed us the first Sabbath, of the year, from “I 
beseech you, brethren,” &c. but I was not prepared for it. When 
he was recounting our mercies, I could not feel half as sensible of, 
and grateful for them, as on Thanksgiving, when the same point 
was touched upon. The Sabbath usually gives an impress to 
the devotional exercises of the week. The next Sabbath our in- 
‘struction was from “ Perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” I 
find this sentence in reference to it. That morning sermon did 


me good ; and never ceasing thanks to thee, My Father, that I 


verified its truths by blissful experience ere another Sabbath 
closed. 


Our protracted meeting began Wiesel I felt I wanted, 
~needed, must have, a blessing ; but my desires were quite too 
indefinite until I riday, Then, ney assumed this form: Father, 
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give me clearly to understand my situation, before thee ; the 
measure of grace that I now possess, and the supply needed to 
serve thee acceptably. Shall this special season pass without 
some new token of thy favor? At the morning meeting a brother 
in the ministry gave his experience relative to a full surrender. 
It seemed as if a flood of light was poured into my mind, ina 
moment. Every step, as he spake, confirmed me in 1 the thought, 
that I had passed through the same process. 

I arose under the almost irresistible impulse, and eon foassd it, 
though I had been silent on this point eighteen months. Néver. : 
never, can I doubt, but that supernatural influence drew forth 

that acknowledgement. As soon as it was out I was in a new 
world. The scales had fallen from my eyes. If the instruction 
had been specially designed for me it could not have been more 
appropriate than that with which we were favored that afternoon. 
‘He is able to save to the uttermost.” __ 

I feasted ; all was plain—a whole Savior. Why not ¢ as easy 
to believe for full as partial salvation. O the discoveries of 
that hour—language fails. Well, I thought, I can have the bless- 
ing; but I never can profess it, ‘and I know I can never live it. 
Preaching to the irreligious in the evening, but I heard not. 
Though the house was full, I was alone. Nor did aught without 
vary my train of thought. I awoke the next morning, about two. 
o'clock. My varied feelings through the year in reference to this 
point were the theme. Every breath was ejaculatory prayer. It 
seemed as if the form was almost useless. My business was 
alone with God—I could not explain it to mortals. 

At our morning meeting the same point came up again. Out 
pastor gave us his experience, on this point, for the first time. — 
_ A revered father in the ministry, also remarked, “The act of 
consecration is one thing—the witness another,” and commented 
largely on their distinct characteristics. The afternoon and even- 
ing preaching did not touch my case. Sabbath morning, 17th. 
Thought began to stir early, and on the same point. It seemed 
a proper time for the act of consecration. I tried to view it in 
its length and breadth. Here, again, I am lost. If I had opened 
my thoughts that day, I might possibly have described them. 

I felt, I will shrink from nothing. Any step, only grant me 
thy favor. The way—the only way, to get the light I wanted— 
seemed to be to acknowledge, candidly, how r had once ob- 
tained it. 

This state of quiescence was such a perfect contrast with the 
turmoil of my feelings for several days, that it seemed like happi- 
ness complete. The instruction in the afternoon was interesting ; 


| 
\ 
} 
ag 
| 
| 
| 
| 
a 
i 
\ ’ 
4 
‘ 
| ae 
6 
4 
4 


272 Guide to Christian Perfection. 

but I could not fix my thoughts. I often proved that “ Devotion 
ends where weariness begins.” After caring for the body we had 
a season of prayer; and felt, our Father heard. Went to the 
prayer-meeting. ‘The hymn commencing, “Jesus, my all, was 
read. This is the way I long have sought. I have heard it. 
many times, but never with such feelings. Can it be, that I have 
at last found it? I felt not the least disposition to express a 
thought; language seemed entirely inadequate. But, the impres- 
sion was, talk to your Heavenly Father ; he knows all about your 
feelings, and the tempter may take advantage of your silence. | 


At home, all were conversing and preparing for an event, of 


which I too had been thinking for weeks. But how different my 
feelings. Now, to unite with those who were using special means 
of grace in a neighboring town seemed far more desirable. Not. 
that I do not enjoy such scenes ; but, just at this time, I feared | 
their influence. I thought, what are the fleeting enjoyments of — 
an hour, compared to an eternity of blessedness? Did not feel | 
the force of temptation until Tuesday afternoon. Then, after a 
short conflict, a much greater degree of light was imparted. Had 
the pleasure of mingling in devotional exercises on Wednesday ; 
and every hour swelled the current of love. In the evening a. 
father in the gospel addressed us. They sang, “O for a heart to 
_ praise my God.” I was lost in it; nor could I fix my thoughts 
on the preaching at all. I felt my ‘Savior had entered—may I 
not say, taken possession of my heart. Never, no never can | 
describe my feelings. ‘I was satisfied. I asked no more. That 
‘night will never be forgotten, while memory performs its ole: 
_ The entire life, spiritually, passed in review. It has since ap- 
peared to me as a type of the great decisive day. 
Though I have had seasons of trial, yet, from that moment to 
the present, I have usually been enabled to say, with the poet, 


No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 


And claim the crown, through Christ, my own.” 
| | EK 
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